





Tolerate Some Messiness in Your
Landscape to Support Wildlife

Dead logs, tree snags, leaf litter

and brush piles are homes for

many creatures. Fallen leaves are
nature’s mulch and compost, and home
for many invertebrates. Leave leaves in
place as much as possible (but not on
the Green Desert).

Tolerate Some Plant Damage
in Your Landscape
Valuable insects have to eat too,
8 and they don’t eat very much. If
you enjoy seeing butterflies, then
you need to sacrifice some leaves of the
host plants their caterpillars require.
Want more songbirds in your land-

scape? Support the multitude of insects
that most birds feed to their young.

Leave Flowering Perennials
and Native Grasses Standing
through Winter
Seed heads and stems can provide
food and cover for many over-
wintering birds and insects, Leave
perennials standing through winter and
cut them back in early spring.

Plant More Native Plants
To Support Your Local Ecosystem

Native plants have co-
1 0 evolved with each other and
with the wildlife around

them. Some creatures, like specialist
bees, have very specific interactions
with a limited number of native plants.
Plant diversely, or lose valuable species.

Think“Plant Communities”
When Selecting Plants
Native plants don’t grow in
11 isolation. Learn which plants
grow together naturally in
your region, and plant that way. You
will support more species that depend
on these ecological communities. Con-

tact your state’s Department of Natural
Resources for regional information.

Eradicate Exotic Invasive Plants
in Your Landscape
Invasive plants threaten the
1 2 natural balance that exists
in healthy ecosystems - dis-
placing native plants and the ecological
services they provide. When removing
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invasive plants, always try organic,
mechanical means first, and research
the best method and time of year for
removal. Be persistent and be patient.
It may take a while.

When Invasive Plants are Removed,
Replace them Quickly and Thickly
Favoring plants that are
1 3 native to your region and
appropriate to your site.
Competition is the key to suppressing
invasive plants. Select native plants that
can stand up to the conditions. While
Common Milkweed may not be the
best choice for a formal garden, it can
hold its own against many invasive
competitors.

Limit the Use of Non-Native Plants
and Understand their Limitations
Plants that have not evolved
1 4 in your region may not
provide the same depth of
ecological services to your ecosystem.
While exotic Butterfly Bush may be an
attractive nectar source for butterflies,
it will not serve as a larval host for any
of our butterflies. Even worse, Butterfly
Bush has been declared an invasive
plant in several states. When using
non-native plants, make sure to
“do no harm”

Encourage Biodiversity
by Planting Diversely

Science has shown that bio-
diVCl'SC ecosystems are more

resilient to pests, diseases
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and the impacts of climate change.
Plant diversely, but also plant suffi-
ciently. It is far easier for a pollinator
to find a sizeable target than to happen
upon a single plant.

Select Natural Forms of Native
Plants for Best Ecosystem Dynamics

Cultivars that vary greatly
1 6 from their native counter-

parts may not offer the same

continued on next page
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Becoming an ECOIOgicaI Gardener — continued from previous page

resources — a columnar selection of

a native tree may have branching that
deters birds; an odd colored “nativar”
may not attract pollinators.

Avoid Double-Flowered Plants
Double-flowered plants often
1 7 have less nectar, pollen, and
seed than single-flowered
plants, or may be completely sterile.
Reserve doubles for an ornamental

indulgence in the garden - they have
limited ecological function.

Provide a Water Source
for Wildlife and Insects
A clean, fresh source of water
1 8 is crucial for wildlife but
often forgotten in many
landscapes. Whether a man-made
pond, a natural stream or a bird bath,
make sure to include year-round access
to water for wildlife. Think “wildlife
ramp” not “deep water dive” and offer
easy access for creatures large and small.

Emulate Healthy Local
Natural Areas in Your Garden
Use nature as your reference
1 9 for structure and plant
selection, Most natural
ecosystems are layered, offering differ-
ent levels of habitat for different species.
While one songbird species may prefer
to nest in the shrub layer, another
species may prefer tall canopy trees.

Reflect natural, regional ecosystems
to support your native wildlife species.
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Always Plant the Right Plant
in the Right Place

Some plants are flexible
2 0 about where they are
planted, but many are not.

Proper plant placement will promote
plant health and help deter pests
and diseases.

When Choosing Plants, Find

the Beauty in Ecological Function
As Mom said, “physical

21 beauty is only skin deep.”
Appreciate plants for

what they do in nature, not just
how they look. &2
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BROKEN ARROW NURSERY

Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants — Retail and Mail Order
www.brokenarrownursery.com
13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden, CT 06518 - 203-288-1026
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